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AUSTRALIAN Idol's random voting system has led to the demise of hot favourites, a Swinburne University PhD student says.  

Tristan Barnett, of the university's Hawthorn-based sports statistics unit, said Ricki-Lee Coulter could have stayed in the competition if there was a cumulative voting system where votes from previous weeks were totalled. Under the system, votes are tabulated on the present week and do not take into account how well the contestants might have performed in previous weeks.  

Mr Barnett said a fairer method would be exponential smoothing, a forecasting technique that places more emphasis on performances in recent weeks.  

He said while the voting system and its unpredictability added to the program's appeal, an improved system would lead to a fairer result.  

The final two contestants Melbourne's Anthony Callea and Casey Donovan from Sydney were due to vie for the title on Sunday night at the Sydney Opera House.  
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