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SO the Australian tennis Open is weighted against local players winning it because of its slow surface, eh?  

It's a cause being championed by no less a figure than Lleyton Hewitt and looks set to escalate in the lead-up to the centenary tournament beginning on January 17.  

However, Tennis Australia would have avoided an embarrassing controversy it could have done without if they had listened to a wiz who hails from the North Shore.  

As a modest player at club level, it wasn't his ability with the racquet that helped him forge that opinion. Getting a start on the Rod Laver Arena is highly unlikely for the 28-year old, but he doesn't need to grace the controversial Rebound Ace surface with his dunlop volleys to know that Aussies are disadvantaged in their own grand slam.  

Countless hours of research into the trends of matches played here and abroad told him that.  

Barnett contacted Tennis Australia to find out more about the court speeds and notify them of his findings, but they didn't want to know about it.  

"They said that sort of information was confidential, but the bottom line is that I don't think they even knew themselves," suggested Barnett, who started doing a PhD in sports statistics at Melbourne's Swinburne University three years ago after spending all of his life in East Lindfield.  

"It's come back to hit them now and it's funny how they're listening to Lleyton Hewitt, but I could've told them that 18 months ago.  

"I thought that eventually some Australian players would speak out about it."  

From a purely parochial point of view, Barnett believes it would much more helpful if the Australian Open was played on grass (as it was at Kooyong until 1987, before Melbourne Park was opened), as that is the surface that both Hewitt and Mark Philippoussis boast their highest winning percentages on.  

Presently writing a thesis on tennis statistics and sports scoring systems in general, Barnett arrived at his unusual vocation through the marriage of two loves.  

He had already worked as a tennis coach by the time he started his bachelor of science degree at Macquarie University.  

Barnett is convinced that the scoring system in tennis is in need of a major overhaul "to take away the dominance of the serve".  

He suggested that a more compelling format the public might be one whereby to win a game, the server must be first to five points, yet the receiver only has to get to four first.  
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